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The Jacket by Andrew Clements
When Phil sees another kid wearing his brother's jacket, he assumes the jacket was
stolen. It turns out he was wrong, and Phil has to ask himself the question: Would
he have made the same assumption if the boy wearing the jacket hadn't been
African American? And that question leads to others that reveal some unsettling
truths about Phil's neighborhood, his family, and even himself.

Wonder by R. J. Palacio
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him
from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants
nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get
past Auggie’s extraordinary face. WONDER, now a #1 New York Times bestseller and
included on the Texas Bluebonnet Award master list, begins from Auggie’s point of view,
but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These
perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and
acceptance.

Bystander by James Preller
Eric is the new kid in seventh grade. Griffin wants to be his friend. When you're new in
town, it's hard to know who to hang out with―and who to avoid. Griffin seems cool,
confident, and popular.
But something isn't right about Griffin. He always seems to be in the middle of bad
things. And if Griffin doesn't like you, you'd better watch your back. There might be a target on it.
As Eric gets drawn deeper into Griffin's dark world, he begins to see the truth about Griffin: He's a
liar, a bully, a thief. Eric wants to break away, do the right thing. But in one shocking moment, he
goes from being a bystander . . . to the bully's next victim.

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
As the German troops begin their campaign to "relocate" all the Jews of Denmark,
Annemarie Johansen’s family takes in Annemarie’s best friend, Ellen Rosen, and
conceals her as part of the family.
Through the eyes of tenyearold Annemarie, we watch as the Danish Resistance
smuggles almost the entire Jewish population of Denmark, nearly seven thousand people, across
the sea to Sweden. The heroism of an entire nation reminds us that there was pride and human
decency in the world even during a time of terror and war.
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Eragon by Christopher Paolini
Fifteenyearold Eragon believes that he is merely a poor farm boy—until his destiny
as a Dragon Rider is revealed. Gifted with only an ancient sword, a loyal dragon, and
sage advice from an old storyteller, Eragon is soon swept into a dangerous tapestry of
magic, glory, and power. Now his choices could save—or destroy—the Empire.

Within Reach: My Everest Story by Mark Pfetzer
In May 1996 the media scrambled to document the gripping story of sixteenyearold
Mark Pfetzer's expedition to Mount Everest. Not only was he the youngest climber
ever to attempt the summit, he also witnessed the tragedy documented in Jon
Krakauer's Into Thin Air, in which eight climbers perished in a sudden storm. Within
Reach is Mark's extraordinary account of this experience and of his triumphs over
several other challenging peaks. At once triumphant and tragic, this story will be an
inspiration to climbers, athletes, and armchair enthusiasts alike.

Football Genius by Tim Green
Twelveyearold Troy White has a phenomenal gift: He can predict football plays
before they even happen. Any position. Any player. Any team.
When Troy's single mom gets a job working for the Atlanta Falcons, Troy sees this as
an opportunity to show what he can do. But first he has to get to the Falcons—and
with tight security and a notoriously mean coach, even his mom's field passes aren't
much help. Then Troy and his best friends devise a plan to get the attention of star linebacker Seth
Halloway. With Seth's playing and Troy's genius, the Falcons could be unstoppable if they'll only
listen. But if he can’t convince Seth he’s telling the truth, the Falcons’ championship and his mom’s
job are at risk.

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
Thirteenyearold Brian Robeson, haunted by his secret knowledge of his mother’s
infidelity, is traveling by singleengine plane to visit his father for the first time since the
divorce. When the plane crashes, killing the pilot, the sole survivor is Brian. He is
alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but his clothing, a tattered windbreaker,
and the hatchet his mother had given him as a present. At first consumed by despair
and selfpity, Brian slowly learns survival skills—how to make a shelter for himself, how to hunt and
fish and forage for food, how to make a fire—and even finds the courage to start over from scratch
when a tornado ravages his campsite. When Brian is finally rescued after fiftyfour days in the wild,
he emerges from his ordeal with new patience and maturity, and a greater understanding of himself
and his parents.
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Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan
Esperanza thought she'd always live a privileged life on her family's ranch in Mexico.
She'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home filled with servants, and Mama,
Papa, and Abuelita to care for her. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama
to flee to California and settle in a Mexican farm labor camp. Esperanza isn't ready for
the hard work, financial struggles brought on by the Great Depression, or lack of
acceptance she now faces. When Mama gets sick and a strike for better working conditions
threatens to uproot their new life, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult
circumstancesbecause Mama's life, and her own, depend on it.

The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
For Milo, everything’s a bore. When a tollbooth mysteriously appears in his room, he
drives through only because he’s got nothing better to do. But on the other side,
things seem different. Milo visits the Island of Conclusions (you get there by jumping),
learns about time from a ticking watchdog named Tock, and even embarks on a quest
to rescue Rhyme and Reason! Somewhere along the way, Milo realizes something
astonishing. Life is far from dull. In fact, it’s exciting beyond his wildest dreams. . . .

The Princess Plot by Kirsten Boie
Lies, camera, action: A fastmoving romantic mystery about a thoroughly modern girl who may be
more than just playing the part of a princess!
Jenna just won the starring role in a movie about a princesssweet! In the wink of an
eye, she's whisked off to the remote, romantic kingdom where the story takes place.
But something's amiss: Instead of being on a shoot, suddenly she's being shot at!
The legit princessto whom Jenna bears a suspiciously striking resemblancehas
gone AWOL on her whole reallife royal gig, and soon Jenna's swept up in a
treacherous rebel plot. Lies, camera, action, this is no dress rehearsal. The girl has
got to act to save her life!

The Shakespeare Stealer by Gary Blackwood
Widge is an orphan with a rare talent for shorthand. His fearsome master has just
one demand: steal Shakespeare's play "Hamlet"or else. Widge has no choice but to
follow orders, so he works his way into the heart of the Globe Theatre, where
Shakespeare's players perform. As full of twists and turns as a London alleyway, this
entertaining novel is rich in period details, colorful characters, villainy, and drama.
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Eleven Seconds by Travis Roy
In this heartfelt testament to the power of love and the strength of the human spirit, Travis
Roy, who suffered a devastating injury eleven seconds into his first college hockey game,
reveals how he has managed to cope after the accident and, with the help of family and
friends, overcome tremendous barriers to begin a new life.

Stormbreaker (Alex Rider) by Anthony Horowitz
They said his uncle Ian died in a car accident. But Alex Rider knows that’s a lie, and
the bullet holes in the windshield prove it. Yet he never suspected the truth: his uncle
was really a spy for Britain’s top secret intelligence agency. And now Alex has been
recruited to find his uncle’s killers . . .
Alex Rider's debut mission is packed with bonus material  including an extra Alex
Rider short story, a letter from Anthony Horowitz, and much more!

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli
Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the
hallways hum with the murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’ s heart
with just one smile. She sparks a schoolspirit revolution with just one cheer. The
students of Mica High are enchanted. At first.
Then they turn on her. Stargirl is suddenly shunned for everything that makes her
different, and Leo, panicked and desperate with love, urges her to become the very thing that can
destroy her: normal. In this celebration of nonconformity, Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a
tense, emotional tale about the perils of popularity and the thrill and inspiration of first love.

A Girl Named Disaster by Nancy Farmer
Elevenyearold Nhamo lives in a traditional village in Mozambique, where she doesn't
quite fit in. When her family tries to force her into marrying a cruel man, she runs away
to Zimbabwe, hoping to find the father she's never met. But what should have been a
short boat trip across the border turns into a dangerous yearlong adventure, and
Nhamo must summon her innermost courage to ensure her survival.

Flygirl by Sherri L. Smith
All Ida Mae Jones wants to do is fly. Her daddy was a pilot, and years after his death she feels
closest to him when she's in the air. But as a young black woman in 1940s Louisiana,
she knows the sky is off limits to her, until America enters World War II, and the Army
forms the WASPWomen Airforce Service Pilots. Ida has a chance to fulfill her dream if
she's willing to use her light skin to pass as a white girl. She wants to fly more than
anything, but Ida soon learns that denying one's self and family is a heavy burden, and
ultimately it's not what you do but who you are that's most important.

