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Letter from the President 
 
Happy Fall!  
 
Our Fall Book Sale is being held on Saturday, 
September 26th from 10:00 AM till 2:00 PM at 
the library.  Books can be dropped off on Satur-
day, September12th from 10:00 AM till 12:00 
PM.  Please donate books and then come back 
and buy more as Fall and Spring book sales sup-
port many programs at the library.  We are look-
ing for newer books that have been published in 
the last 10 years or so, mostly fiction, biog-
raphies or cookbooks.   
 
We can also use help, if you can donate 2 hours 
of your time on these days, please contact me 
at anne.gregory1919@gmail.com to let her 
know the date and time that you are available. 
 
Saturday, September 12, 10:00 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, September 26, 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m. 
Saturday, September 26, 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m.  
 
We also want to thank our Friends and others 
for supporting our bookcase book sale held 
throughout the year in the library.  We really 
appreciate your support and it is a great way to 
keep reading throughout the year.  Books are 
refreshed often and we ask that you pay for 
these books at the circulation desk. 
 
The Friends of the Jonathan Bourne Library’s 
Annual Meeting will take place on Monday, Oc-

 

Friends of  the  
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tober 26th at 1:00 PM at the library.  The pro-
posed budget for FY27 is posted in this news-
letter on page 9.  We will vote on open Board 
positions at this meeting. 
   
President   Anne Gregory 
Vice President Open Position 
Secretary  Nancy Selchan 
Treasurer  Marily Tarallo 
Members-at-Large Linda DeBenedictis 
   Cathy Kert, Luanne     
   Laprade, Laura Bergeron,  
   Helen Bresnahan 
 
If anyone is interested in joining the Board, 
please contact  anne.gregory1919@gmail.com.  

Continued on next page 
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Letter from the President, cont. 
 
The Friend’s Silent Auction will take place from 
November 16 through December 4. This is an 
important fund raiser for the Friends and all pro-
ceeds go directly to support the programs 
offered by the library. 
 
See you at the library! 
 

—Anne Gregory 
    President 

Volunteers Needed 
The Public Engagement Committee needs help 
to pass out flyers with information about the li-
brary and the upcoming Town Meeting vote at  
Canal Day at the Town Park on September 19 
 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.   
   3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

We also need someone to greet attendees and 
pass out flyers at the following library events.  
(You do not need to stay for the event.) 
 

Library Story Hours   
9:30 a.m. on  September 14 
10:30 a.m. on September 14 

 

Leafy Crafts,  6:00 p.m. on September 15 
 

Play Group, 11:00 a.m. on September 24  
  
Books & Babies, 9:30 a.m. on October 5  
Terrific Toddlers, 11:30 a.m. on October 5 
 

Cape View Way Community Play Group, 11:00 
a.m. on October 14 
 

If you can volunteer, please contact Anne Grego-
ry at anne.gregory1919@gmail.com.   

 Member News 

New At-Large Member 
 
It is with great pleasure that I announce that I 
have appointed Luanne Laprade as a Member-at
-Large on the Friends Board. Luanne has been a 
longtime member of the Friends and has agreed 
to accept this appointment.  She will be added 
to the slate of candidates in October for elec-
tion. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Luanne. 
 

—Anne Gregory 

Friends of the Jonathan Bourne Library   

Annual Meeting 
Please join us to vote on re-election of offic-

ers and approval of the 2026-27 fiscal year 

budget 

October 26, 1 p.m. in the program room of 

the library 

Refreshments will be served. Board meeting 

to follow.  

Holiday Auction Opens  

in November 

The Holiday Silent Auction will begin 
this year in November.  This is a -
major fundraiser for the Library; last 
year’s silent auction brought in $5,495 in fund-
ing to be used to support Library programs and 
other needs.  Please consider contributing one 
or more handmade craft items, holiday decora-
tions, gift baskets,  or other appealing object to 
our auction this year.  To donate or for more in-
formation, please contact us at jbpl-
friends@gmail.com.  

mailto:anne.gregory1919@gmail.com
mailto:jbplfriends@gmail.com
mailto:jbplfriends@gmail.com
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The Library Needs Your Support!  Please Mark Your Calendar! 
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What Difference Did the Friends of the JBPL Make This Summer?  

As a member of the Jonathan Bourne Library Friends, you contribute dues and help with fundraisers 
like the spring book sale, the fall book sale, and the winter Silent Auction.  What do all those funds 
support?  Here are some of the activities the Friends supported for both adults and children this 
summer:  

 
Friends support outings beyond the confines of the li-
brary as well.  Consider the possibility of a field trip in 
this beautiful weather, made less expensive or even 
free with a pass paid for by the Friends of the Library.  
You could take the family to the zoo: Buttonwood Park 
Zoo or the Roger Williams Zoo Park.  There are muse-
ums for different tastes: the Cape Cod Maritime Muse-
um, Heritage Museum and Gardens, the Isabella Stew-
art Gardner Museum, and the Museum of Fine Arts in 
Boston.  Several museums are designed for children:  
the Cape Cod Children’s Museum and the Boston Chil-
dren’s Museum.  For information about these and 

many more, go to 
the Bourne Library’s 
webpage at https://
bournelibrary.org/museum-passes.  
 
 
How do we pay for these passes?  Through the hard work of the 
Library Friends at our semi-annual book sales, through donations 
of handmade articles for our annual auction, and through cash 
donations.   If you would like to be part of the action at the Li-
brary, consider joining the Friends.  Just go to our webpage at 

https://bournelibrary.org/friends-of-the-library/ to join.   
 

Ooch Music Experience 
Handi Mandi 
Weir the Music 
Tanglewood Marionettes 
Dinoman - Dinosaurs 
Sound Bath 
Fire & Ice; Don't try this at home 
Music and Dance 
Jungle Jim 

Bourne Braves Lunch 
Reptiles Rock 
Succulent Workshop 
Big Ryan's Tall Tales 
The Felted Bee 
Harpist 
Foamy Bubbles, LLC 
DJ - End of Summer 

https://bournelibrary.org/museum-passes
https://bournelibrary.org/museum-passes
https://bournelibrary.org/friends-of-the-library/
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You Are Invited! Please Join Us! 
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An incentive program added to the fun as 
younger students were given dog tags at the be-
ginning.  For every 30 minutes of either reading 
or being read to, participants earned a bead.  If 
they went to a special program, it was a dino 
bead, in keeping with the dinosaur theme.  For a 
participant who earned a total of 30 beads, 
there was a free round of minigolf at Cataumet 
Lake minigolf, which supports the summer read-
ing program every year.  
 
Teen readers received punch cards, with  each 
card representing 10 hours of reading.  Each 
card earned went into a drawing for a $100 Tar-
get gift card, courtesy of another supportive 
business, Target.  
 
Carefully kept attendance records showed indi-
vidual attendance of children and parents at the 
summer reading programs to be 2657. Congrat-
ulations to Children’s Librarian Terry Johnson 
and to all who assisted with keeping our Bourne 
children safe, happy, and learning all summer. 

Adventures with Summer Reading  

The six weeks of summer reading adventures,  
lasting from July 7 to August 14, have finally 
drawn to a close.  Here are some of our favorite 
images to show you how the children of Bourne 
had fun at the Library and continued to learn 
over the summer months.   
 
Programming for summer reading activities var-
ied day by day.  Mondays brought crafting activi-
ties, even for toddlers.  Every Tuesday was 
different from the previous one.  On one day, 
there were companion animals to be admired 
and petted.  On another Tuesday, a field trip to 
the baseball dugout at the field at Upper Cape 
Tech yielded stories from the Bourne Braves. 
Tuesday afternoons featured dinosaur movies  
presented by library assistant Morgan Elliott and 
even a foam party! (See photos on next page.) 
 
Wednesday mornings offered a mix of activities 
followed by crafts in the afternoon.  Thursdays 
was the day for Young Adult crafts with Falon 
Williams, who is now our Public Services Librari-
an. Thursday nights were dedicated to Family 
Nights in the Garden, with entertainment rang-
ing from the Tanglewood Marionettes perform-
ing “Fairy Garden” or the Toe Jam Puppet Band 
to an end-of-summer-reading dance party with 
Kono Pizza and DJ Billy Knyff.  Each week culmi-
nated on Friday with Story Walks at Aptucxet.   
 
All these activities gave participants an appetite.  
The Library offered five days a week of free 
lunch Summer Eats for those who chose to par-
ticipate.  A typical healthy lunch might offer a 
bento with a whole-grain muffin, a cheese stick, 
carrots sticks, strawberries, and milk).  On an-
other day, a sandwich with sliced chicken, chick-
en salad, or ham would be accompanied by ve-
gies and fruit. The YMCA of Cape Cod YMCA was 
the sponsor of these generous lunches. 

Continued on next page 

Bourne Braves players lent their support.  
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Summer Reading Adventures, cont.  

Have you ever been shot by a foam cannon? It’s 
obviously a lot of fun for kids! 

It’s even fun for grown-up librarians like Library 
Director Irja Finn. 

Editor’s Note:  Almost all the special events con-
nected with summer reading were supported by 
the Friends of the Library  The full list appears 
on p. 4.  

Help with Research 

Assistant Director Nicholas Schiller has sent the 
following invitation to Friends members:  
 

“A researcher with UMass Boston has reached 
out to me seeking participants for a focus group 
on the community needs in Bourne for aging 
residents. I want to extend this invitation to any 
members of the Friends who may self-identify as 
part of an aging demographic. Basically it is an 
opportunity to share your perspectives on what 
the needs, interests, and experiences are for ag-
ing residents of Bourne. If this is something that 
you feel like you may have valuable contribu-
tions to make regarding, please reach out to 
Beth Rouleau at beth.rouleau@umb.edu or 781-
385-9569. Alternately, you may just show up at 
one of the two times and locations listed below 
for the scheduled focus groups.” 
 

Additional information from U.Mass. Boston: 
“The Town of Bourne has partnered with the 
Center for Social and Demographic Research on 
Aging (CSDRA) at the Gerontology Institute to 
conduct a community needs assessment. The 
goal of the project is to learn about the experi-
ences, interests, and needs of Bourne residents. 
There are several components of the project in-
cluding  a survey, interviews, and focus groups 
with residents.  We are considering two focus 
groups on September 10th (details below).  We 
are hoping that @ 15  residents will be available 
for each group.” 
 

OPTION #1 
Date: Thursday, Sept. 10, 10:30 a.m.– 12 p.m. 
Location: Pocasset Community Center, 314 Bar-
low’s Landing Rd., Pocasset MA 
 

OPTION #2 
Date: Thursday, September 10, 1:30 – 3 p.m. 
Location: Council on Aging, Bourne Veterans 
Memorial Community Center 
 
Refreshments will be provided.  

mailto:beth.rouleau@umb.edu
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A Familiar Face, a New Role  

With the resignation of Assistant Director Col-
leen Cunningham, the Jonathan Bourne Library 
needed a qualified replacement, and they didn’t 
have to look far.  Nicholas Schiller, our friendly, 
helpful, and highly qualified public services li-
brarian from the last several years,  has earned 
this position.  
 

Nicholas Schiller 
brings a long his-
tory of both edu-
cation and expe-
rience to our li-
brary’s leader-
ship after his 20+ 
years in the field.  
He holds a magna 
cum laude bache-
lor’s degree, 
which was fol-
lowed by a  Pro-
fessional Certifi-

cate in Instructional Design from Oregon State 
University and a Master of Library Science de-
gree from Emporia State University.  He has held 
multiple library positions over the years, includ-
ing reference and instruction librarian, tenured 
faculty librarian at Washington State University, 
and reference and instruction librarian at Drew 
University. At Washington State, he also gained 
experience assigning younger workers, providing 
them with mentorship and training, and over-
seeing their performance. Thus he has clearly 
demonstrated knowledge of how successful li-
braries run and administrative experience.  
 
He has already formulated goals for his future as 
assistant director.  He wants to clarify staff goals 
to promote important missions of the library, 
matching the best staff member to each task at 

hand.  While he reports to Director Irja Finn, the 
remainder of the staff reports to him; this will 
allow him to work to streamline processes to 
make the library resources more easily availa-
ble. A simple example: When a patron is re-
questing a museum pass, the staffer wants the 
process to be smooth and efficient.  However, 
there is often a need to check out the pass 
through two types of software instead of one; 
this complexity can lead to excessive paperwork 
at checkout and when the pass is returned.  He 
is going to try to smooth out this complexity to 
make the process simpler for staffers, quicker 
for patrons, and more accurately reported to 
stakeholders.  
 
Another task will be identifying, recruiting, and 
scheduling lecturers, performers, and authors 
for adult program, a time-consuming role.  With 
these obligations, will he still have time for the 
tech appointments so many of us have come to 
rely on? Yes, to some extent, but his technical 
expertise will be used mostly for larger technical 
projects within the library itself.   
 
The more common tech questions—How do I 
attach multiple documents to my email? How 
can I print from the library computers? How do I 
use a program like Canva?—will be the province 
of our new public services librarian, Falon Wil-
liams.  She will also be doing more publicity for 
library programs.  The next issue of this news-
letter will include a column about her transition 
to her new role, with all its challenges and re-
wards.  
 
We welcome Mr. Schiller to his new office, his 
new role, and his new challenges as the Jona-
than Bourne Library continues to serve the peo-
ple of Bourne.  
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Proposed Friends of the Library Budget for 2026-2027 
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Upcoming Events for Adults at the Library 

Tuesday, September 8, from 10 AM to noon 
Card-making with Jody Leblanc 
 
Thursday, September 10 from 5:30 to 7:45 PM 
Foreign Film Thursday: Instructions Not Included  
 
Saturday, September 12 from 10 AM to 12 PM 
Drop-off for the Friends of the Jonathan Bourne 
Public Library Book Sale 
 
Wednesday, September 16, from 2 to 3:30 PM 
Wednesday Afternoon Readers Book Club 
 
Wednesday, September 16, from 3:30 to 5 PM 
Monthly Poetry Group 
 
Saturday, September 19, from 1:30 to 3 PM 
Leafy Gnome Fall Staff Craft with Judy  
 
Sunday, September 20, from 1 to 2 PM 
Abbey Road Solo Acoustic Performance by Pam-
ela Means 
 
Tuesday, September 22, from 6:30 to 7:30 PM 
 “Greetings from Breed’s Hill: Fact & Folklore on 
America’s 250th” with Ted Reinstein 
 
Thursday, September 24, from 3 to 5 PM 
Board of Trustees Meeting 
 
Saturday, September 26, from 10 AM to 2 PM 
Friends Book Sale 
 
Monday, September 28, from 1 to 2:30 PM 
Friends of Bourne Library Meeting 
 
Thursday, October 1, 10:00—11:00 AM 
Qi Gong with Margie 
 
Thursday, October 8, 5:30—7:30 PM 
Foreign Film Thursday, TBD. 

Thursday, October 15, 6:30—7:30 PM 
Everything Dahlias: A dahlia tuber dividing and 
storage demonstration 
 
Wednesday, October 21,  3:30-5 PM 
Monthly Poetry Group 
 
Wednesday, October 21,  5:30-7:30 
Tarot Reading 
 
Saturday, October 31, 1:00-2:15 PM 
Patriotic Songs concert by Richard Amir 
 
Saturday, October 24, 1:00-2:00 PM 
“A Day in the Life of the Lagoda and a Whaling 
Voyage” (Presentation by the New Bedford 
Whaling Museum) 
 
Thursday, November 12,  5:30—7:30 PM 
Foreign Film Thursday, TBD. 
 
Tuesday, November 17, 1:00-2:00 PM 
“Voices of Courage: Women of the American 
Revolution” with Janis Daly.   
 
Wednesday, November 18, from 3:30 to 5 PM 
Monthly Poetry Group 
 
 
Weekly Recurring Events 
 
Fridays from 1 to 3 PM (cancelled 9/25) 
Mahjong Open Play  
 
Wednesdays from 10 AM to noon 
Fiber Friends 
 
Thursdays from 6:30 to 7:30 PM 
Thursday Night Knitters 
 
 



11 

Upcoming Events for Children at the Library 

Continued on next page 

Gardening Workshop for Adults 
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Upcoming Events for Children at the Library, cont. 
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Upcoming Events for Children at the Library, cont. 
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An Easier Way to Give 
We have added PayPal to 

our Friends page on the 

Library website.  There are 

two buttons there, one for 

membership dues; the 

other is for donations. 

Please use the donation button to pay for Caring 

and Sharing items. 

We would be delighted to have you “click 
away” and send what you can to support your 
Library. 

2026-2027 Board 

Anne Gregory, President 

Nancy Selchan, Secretary 

Marilyn Tarallo, Treasurer 

Betsy Woodley, Membership 

Eileen Mattingly, Communications 

Laura Bergeron 

Helen Bresnahan  

Elizabeth Ferris 

 Linda DeBenedictis 

Cathy Kert  

Luanne Laprade 

Members at Large  

Monthly Board meetings are on the 4th Monday 
of the month from 1:00–3:00 p.m. in the Library 
Community Room.  (Meetings may be held by 
Zoom, at the discretion of the President.) Please 
note that the calendar will be updated in each 
newsletter if dates change.  

 
September  

 

Fall Newsletter 

 

Book drop-off, September 12, 10a.m. to noon 

Book Sale, September 26, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

Friends Board meeting, September 21, 1 p.m. 

Publication of Proposed 2026-27 Budget 

 
 

October 
 

Bourne Town Meeting 

Monday, October 19, 7 p.m. 

Bourne High School Auditorium 

 

Annual Meeting, October 26, 1 p.m. 

(Refreshments will be served.) 

Board meeting to follow.  

 

November 
 

Friends Board meeting, November 23, 1 p.m. 

 

 

2026 Calendar 

Friends of the Jonathan Bourne                 

Public Library 

19 Sandwich Road 

Bourne, Massachusetts 02532  

https://bournelibrary.org/friends-of-the-

library/ 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?

id=100066241073728 

https://bournelibrary.org/friends-of-the-library/
https://bournelibrary.org/friends-of-the-library/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100066241073728
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100066241073728

